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Church  remembers  Marine 

Serviceman 
‘always  had 


FACILITIES  USAGE 
CONSULT  AVAAABLE 

JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  -  In 
light  of  the  US.  Supreme 
Court's  June  26  decision  legal- 


Convention  Board  (MBC8) 
is  offering  a  Fadlrties  Usage 
Policy  consultation  to  Southern 
Baptist  churches  in  friend^ 
cooperation  with  the  corverv 
tion.  The  consultation  includes 
an  inhouae  visit  from  trained 
MBC8  personnel  and  written 
materials.  There  is  no  charge 
for  the  consultation.  For  more 
information  or  to  schedule  a 
consultation,  call  toe  M8C8  Of¬ 
fice  of  Church  Growth  at  (001) 
292-3310,  or  tolWree  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1061.  ext 
310  faa»ft)espokcy« 

mbcb.org 

NAMBSETTUES 
INJURY  LAWSUfT 

BOZEMAN,  Mont.  (BP)  —  A 


WOODSTOCK,  Ga.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  A  single  Marine 
flag  stood  in  place  at  the  or¬ 
chestra  chair  where  Skip  Wells 
played  the  clarinet  for  manv 
years  at  First  Church  in  Wood- 
stock,  Ga. 

Members  of  the  Atlanta-area 
church  took  time  last  Sunday  to 
pray  for  the  families  of  Lance 
Cpl.  Skip  Wells,  21,  and  four 
other  servicemen  ldiled  by  a 
gunman  who  attacked  a  mili¬ 
tary  recruitment  office  and  an¬ 
other  military  facility  July  16  a 
little  more  than  an  hour  away  in 
Chattanooga,  Tn. 

“As  we  held  hands  and 
prayed  for  his  family,  I  lost  it," 


a  pic- 


■  Staff  Sgt.  David  A,  Wyatt  of 
Burke,  N.C 

■  VS.  Navy  Petty  Officer  2nd 
Class  Randal]  Smith,  originally  of 
Paulding,  Oh.,  who  was  aeriousiy 
wounded  in  the  attack  and  died 
from  his  wounds  July  lS.  He  had 
been  frying  in  the  north  Georgia 
town  of  Rossville  with  his  wife 
and  three  young  daughters. 


tra  to-  of  him.  ...He  understood  the 
risk  he  was  takiajby  cutting  on 
Well-  was  a  2012  graduate  of  a  uniform,  and  Skip  died  doing 
"prayber-y  High  School  who  at-  what  he  chose  to  do." 
tended  Georgia  Southern  Uni-  Those  who  died  with  Wells 
versify  for  a  time  before  be  felt  were: 

a  <**lfrng  to  serve  —  in  the  Ma-  0  Gunnery  Sgt.  Thomas  J. 
tines, "family  spokesman  Andy  Sullivan,  a  two-time  Purple 
Kingery  told  the  Atlanta  Jour-  Heart  recipient  from  Hampden, 
nal-Constitutioa.  “He  got  out  Ma. 

of  boot  camp  about  a  year  ago  0  Sgt.  Canon  A.  Holmquist, 
and  was  doing  what  was  asked  of  Polk,  WL 


(NAMB)stsmmir#tooma 
2000  auto  accident.  Jammy 
Vangsnes,  who  was  21  at  toe 
time  of  the  July  2009  acci¬ 
dent.  was  traveling  with  two 
of  his  brothers.  Den,  toen  24. 
and  Ryen.  toon  10,  ia  an  SUV 
driven  by  Scott  Mtoaar,  20.  The 
rotover  crash  wtoich  left  Jcr- 
enrvy  Nfengsnes  paralysed  and 
wtto  a  brsto  tofury,  occurred  on 
Manama  90  near  Belgrade. 

Ml.  The  four  man  ware  based 
at  tttowstone  National  Pwk  as 
pertofaNAMB  KVweek  sum¬ 
mer  resort  rmesiont  program. 


She  included  a  prayer, 
"Heavenly  Father  please  com¬ 
fort  Skip’s  momma  and  the  oth¬ 
er  four  mommas  that  lost  their 
baby  on  Thursday!  .1" 

Wes  Cantrell,  the  church’s 
young  adult  pastor,  tweeted 
a  picture  of  the  stage  as  well, 
commenting,  “The  Marine  flag 
took  the  place  of  Lane  Corporal 


Denominations  affirm,  struggle 
with  U.S.  Supreme  Court  rulmg 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  ro-  more  liberal  than  the  culture 
porta)  -  At  least  three  main-  in  compromising  their  sexual 
line  Protestant  denomina-  standards  before  the  country 
tions  have  affirmed  the  U.S.  itself  compromised  its  laws  on 
Supreme  Court’s  nationwide  marriage,1  said  Mark  Tooley, 
legalization  of  same  sex  mar-  president  of  the  Institute  on 
riage,  and  others  say  they  are  Retigion  and  Demomcy,  a 
divided  on  the  issue.  Washington,  D.C.  think  tank 

Also,  a  new  Associated  Press  that  is  described  on  its  web 
(AP)  poll  suggests  decreased  site  as  "a  voice  for  transparen- 
support  for  same  sex  marriage  or,  for  renewal,  and  for  Chris- 
among  Americans  generally,  tian  orthodew. 
and  a  watchdog  group  that  Average  church  members 
monitors  mainline  bodies  said  in  mainline  denominations 
homosexual-affirming  de-  are  "close  to  where  the  na- 
nomi nations  are  iriore  liberal  tion  is  as  a  whole"  on  same 
regarding  marriage  than  even  sex  marriage,  Tooley  told 
the  culture  at  large.  Baptist  Press,  but  the  gov- 

“By  and  large,  [mainline  eming  bodies  of  those  de- 
denominations]  have  been  nominations  are  "certainly 


Profiting  from  dead  babi 

T"  art  week,  an  explosive  underaw 
Thevideo 

-■— *nows  Deborah  Nucatola.  senior  M 


wwriannea  rarenthood  sells  the  parts 
of  aborted,  unborn  children.  This  woman 

"ho  *  out  of  lmev^Oie  nationaforo^ 


Guest  opinion 

with  Chas  Rowland 


deal  that 


_This  revelation  of  Planned  Parenthood’s  deadly  organization  than  Iran  ^ar  m<  )n' 

psSSS 

3ESSS 

assS51a«?»i-»!- 

gtSqfeaate  sss-^jaaissar 

sSr&ESwsL  a^sS-rapr 

^j^aeaggaatts. 

arffiScrafiiaas  ^^sfSisrt, 

•ran  that  many  befiere  wKewentuallv allow  atertorwI^L^6* at5°°”’f5’  raurdero«s. 
tWs  dangerous  country  to  obtain  nuclear  It  is  allowed  to  continue. 

^pons  that  could  IdJthotWk^T  «Ji^S?f5>rabo,tiontoeni  Sureh  a 
Americans  are  to  value  eveiyones  rndi 

TWb  no  doubt  thatanudear  Inn  die  aril  liberties 

J^Jdlfedestabilizing  poBticafly  and  would  ^  most  vulnerable  among  js. 

Journo  Church , 

S^5SL?,?’*ehavieWnorBd*eenemv  serves  as  rioe- 

esuffioentlv’womed^juta  S  S^awwaasSS 


^n^foveM^i^T  Their  ^orts  will  not  be  in 

lua summer. spreading  nulSyl^deiifi^  wili™Ue.uP 
el  and  displaying  their  eaders  fr.OI%  the  ranks 

-to^rra 

»eir  lives  while  cement  221??“^  summer  staffers. 
commitmenttoZ  ®  ZYu^re?  *lffers- 10° 

tSf^mLS^'  foMomsChapn^^ 

kmsSF  Sr55??® 

SEyisss  c“«;'"sSiii™ofK 

mg  men  and  women  a  younesteJ^tr^ t0  n*  days  M 
our  Mississippi  L72?£  at  c*mp  Garaywa, 

mps  for  thesumraer  of  th^f  ^en  named,  as  some 

j£st  as  imp^rtZ  i  W&SMrfir1  *imes 
sr  missionaries  we  *  *?  *Plntual 

>n  to  faraway  lands  itfKu°.Pw5nt  an<* a,  **7  factor 
ion  is  the  same:  to  answer  def,laion  to 

e^inthi.  case,  our  SK?Sl^5L^^,,,  *  ,Bto  fi,I,~ 

SfflLZ^and  smonSSl>,lU,llUU,irB'  ■ 

“ouCi1Z^KC 

i  lifefong  path  of  dis-  camnmVnm**18  *^**n  t*leir 
nd  Christian  servi<£  SSS*] P™*nm  ,n  W  Like 
»rk  is  not  for  the  we  need  tif?"mCLWM!lon*ries- 

irt.  It  gets  hot  and  fa?ih£?i .!?  **  pra>r,n*  (or  these 
ississippi  Baptists’  as  th5i  youP&  men  and  women 

sJsSB  SsSbrS F»- 

*nMC*m«inCtheP  ^tJJgZS,  ministry.  times 

l— ■ 


HA*  you  toss/  So 
mow  vou  HAveto 

1S8&\®P» 

N  YOUTH  /  ♦  ^J0m 


B2ptistRecord 


OrtniHa  Andina,  Etta 

MlttS*-. 

ffisaftsa 

Haavas,  Oxford 
Garland  Boyd.  8roo*t«v«, 


**  Th*  Editor.  Baptist 
R"Coat  PO.  Bm  530. 
-Mom.  MS 
35205-0530 

yfcwonsaMBoo 

^isoiiag-saoo 

mbchag 


Tony  Martin 


•ddras*  lo:  Tha  Bapti 
^•cort.  P0  Bo*  S30 
jytotMS 
39206-0530 

WTsTaWES 

i2225L?S»^££!; 


BAPTISTS 


■/ufy  23, 2015  The  Baptist  Record 


Judges:  GuideStone  must  follow  contraception  mandate 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Guide-  stamp  out  opposition.  This  de  |C  \J  ’  tAf  ' 

Stone  Financial  Resources  and  cision  forces  a  choice  between  V  f  ’  f  3  ff  v  v 

the  ministries  it  serves  must  abide  obedience  to  God  and  compli-  ‘  *  .  V  1 

by  the  Obama  administrations  ance  with  the  regulatory  state.  \  jmff 

abortion  /  contraception  mandate  We  must  stand  with  conscience." 
or  pav  crushing  fines,  a  federal  ap-  The  10th  Circuit  opinion  came 

peals  court  ruled  July  14.  in  three  combined  cases  that  in- 

A  three-judge  panel  of  the  eluded  not  only  GuideStone  as 
10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  a  partv  but  two  Southern  Bap-  MJi 

Denver  declined  to  grant  an  in  tist -affiliated  schools  -  Truett 

junction  blocking  enforcement  MK  onnell  Collar  in  Cleveland.  Lg  iWulIIlISlHs  l  f 

of  the  nile.  retelling  arguments  and  Oklahoma  Baptist  I'm  Kg  g  "  |H<P 

In  GuideStone  and  a  host  of  versity  in  Shawnee  and  little  ■  llU  I  T 

other  religious  non-profit  orga-  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  a  Roman  H,  I  f  Ilf  (a  j|  ffjjbg  V  9  9  B  jH  *  J§  |||f  : 

nizations  that  the  controversial  Catholic  older  of  nuns  in  Denver.  ?ja  ■  i 

mandate  and  its  accommodation  The  loss  by  GuideStone  and  ■ 

for  aich  entitles  violate  their  reli-  its  allies  is  the  latest  in  a  series  n  ^  |  .C  *  J0| 

gious  freedom.  of  defeats  at  the  federal  appel-  wa.  .  ^  — 

The  mandate  requires  em-  late  level  for  religious  organize-  10TH  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  APPEALS,  DENVER,  CO 

plovers  to  provide  not  only  con-  tions  that  object  to  the  abortion/ 

traceprives  for  their  workers  but  contraceotion  mandate.  In  other 

drugs  and  devices  that  can  poten-  recent  rulings: 

bally  cause  abortions.  ■  The  Seventh  Circuit  Court 

GuideStone,  the  Southern  in  Chicago  refused  Ally  1  to  grant 

Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  health  Wheaton  College,  an  evangel i- 

and  financial  benefits  entity,  and  cal  Christian  school  in  suburban 

its  attorneys  are  considering  an  Chicago,  an  injunction  against 

appeal  to  the  full  10th  Circuit  the  rule  while  its  case  proceeds. 

Court  or  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  ■  The  Fifth  Circuit  Court  in 
Court,  GuideStone  said  in  a  New  Orleans  on  June  22  declined 

news  release.  a  request  for  an  injunction  from 

The  decision  is  “a  setback"  but  two  Southern  Baptist-affiliafeed 

“not  the  final  outcome,"  Guide-  schools  —  East  Texas  Baptist 

Stone  President  O.S.  Hawkins  University  in  Marshall  and  Hous- 

said  in  the  release.  “This  is  a  dis-  ton  Baptist  University  in  Hous- 

appointing  decision,  for  both  re-  ton —  and  Westminster  Theoiogi- 

Ugious  liberty  and  for  the  sanctity  cal  Seminary  in  Glenside,  Pa. 
of  life.  This  is  a  day  for  all  of  us  The  Texas  Baptist  uniyersi- 
to  bombard  the  Throne  of  Grace  ties  and  Westminster  Seminary 
with  petitions  fot  a  favorable  have  since  appealed  to  the  U.S. 
outcome  on  appeal,  for  strength  Supreme  Court  Their  July  8  pe- 
of  resolve,  for  the  unborn  in  this  tition  brought  to  five  the  number 
country  and  for  all  of  our  leaders,  of  appeals  to  the  high  court  in  de- 
90  many  of  whom  have  turned  cisions  against  nonprofits. 


This  is  a 
disappointing 
decision,  for  both 
religious  liberty  and 
for  the  sanctity  of  life. 
This  is  a  day  for  all 
of  us  to  bombard 
the  Throne  of  Grace 
with  petitions  for  a 
favorable  outcome  on 
appeal,  for  strength  of 
resolve,  for  the  unborn 
in  this  country  and  for 
all  of  our  leaders,  so 
many  of  whom  have 
turned  their  back  on 
the  founding  principles 
of  this  country." 

0.8.  Hawkins 


the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  prow 

Religious  Liberty  Commission  their 

(ERLC)  in  Nashville,  called  it  such 

a  disappointing  ruling  "that  ing-a 

reveals  the  instincts  of  a  state-  Be 

established  religion  —  one  that  after 

seeks  to  use  the  law  as  a  means  tion  1 
to  steamroll  the  conscience  and  can  < 
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The  Waiting  Room 


I  'm  not  sure,  but  1  don’t  believe  I 
know  of  one  person  who  likes  wait¬ 
ing.  There’s  an  old  cliche  statement 
that  the  military  uses  a  great  deal  that 
says,  “Hurry  Up  and  Wait/  It’s  describ¬ 
ing  the  troops  that  are  marched  from 
one  place  to  another,  or  one  event  to 
another.  only  to  get  there  quickly  and 
wait  and  wait  for  what  is  going  to  hap¬ 
pen  next. 

We  certainly  live  in  a  world  that  has 
been  conditioned  not  to  wait  on  any¬ 
thing.  We  have  fast,  almost  immediate, 
communication.  You  can  be  next  door 
or  on  the  next  continent  and  e-mail, 
texting,  Instagram,  and  even  the  old 
fashioned  phone  call  is  just  seconds 
away  and  you're  connected.  Heaven  for¬ 
bid  that  any  of  us  should  have  to  wait 
more  than  about  sixty  seconds  on  any¬ 
thing  we  want  or  anything  that  comes 
to  our  mind.  We  want  fast  food,  quick 
checkout,  and  instant  gratification  for 
almost  anything  we  can  think  of. 

To  wait  is  absurd  and,  in  the  minds 
of  many*  evil.  Although  “wait"  is  a  four 
letter  word,  it  is  not  a  bad  four  letter 
word.  In  the  closing  chapter  of  Luke's 
Gospel,  be  tells  that  Jesus  instructed 
His  disciples  to  so  back  to  Jerusalem 
and  wait  (24:49).  Can  you  imagine 
Jesus  sending  out  a  group  text  message 
to  all  of  us  with  the  clear  instructions  to 
go  to  a  spot  and  wait?  Wait?  You’ve  got 
to  be  kidding! 

Our  world  has  got  to  be  on  the  go, 
turning  buttons,  punching  out  com¬ 
munications,  or  just  staying  busy. 

We  are  in  a  hurry.  In  fact,  for  us,  it’s 
a  buiTy  on  steroids.  We  live  our  lives 
wanting  what  we  want,  when  we  want 


it,  or  even  as  we  might  prefer  having  it 
available  before  we  want  it.  Regardless 
of  whether  it's  wealth  or  health,  infor¬ 
mation  or  inspiration,  gas,  groceries, 
intelligence,  or  weight  loss,  we  want  it 
right  now. 

People  may  not  have  had  comput¬ 
ers  m  biblical  days,  but  they  were  busy 
then,  too.  It  was  to  those  folks  who 
thought  that  they  needed  to  be  active  — 
maybe  not  driving  at  seventy  miles  an 
hour  but  at  least  walking  at  a  hefty  pace 
—  that  Jesus  said,  “Go  back  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem  and  wait*  1  know  the  rest  of  the 
verse  says  wait  “until  ye  be  endued  with 
power  from  on  high”  (Luke  24:49).  In 
our  revved-up,  hurry-up  world,  we  have 
lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  are  some 
things  that  cannot  be  rushed. 

Hardly  a  week  goes  by  that  someone 
doesn’t  encourage  me  to  keep  a  sermon 


short,  either  implying  or  directly  say¬ 
ing,  “Let’s  get  out  of  here."  Whether  you 
have  the  spiritual  wisdom  to  know  it 
or  not,  worship  can’t  be  rushed  up  and 
packaged  in  increments  of  nanosec¬ 
onds.  Some  things  cannot  be  hurried. 
Now,  1  am  fully  aware  there  are  some 


be  mindful  of  the  limitations  that  exist 
in  the  human  experience.  However,  it 
is  true  that  some  things  just  take  some 
meaningful  time. 

Regardless  of  the  advancements  in 
medical  technology  and  all  the  amazing 
things  that  are  done  with  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  technology  in  every  area  of  life, 
it  still  takes  nine  months  for  a  baby  to 
develop  to  term  in  the  mother’s  womb. 
It  was  nine  months  when  my  great¬ 


grandmother  was  bom.  It  was  nine 
months  when  my  brothers  and  I  were 
bora.  It  was  nine  months  for  each  of 
our  children  and  grandchildren  and  it 
will  stay  nine  months  for  this  signifi- 
cant  event  to  take  place. 

Even  after  the  baby  arrives,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  force  them  to  grow  up  faster 
than  nature  allows.  There  are  wonderful 
developmental  stages  that  people  move 
through,  and  they  nave  purpose  and 
productivity  and  you  simply  have  to  wait 
tor  some  of  the  stages  to  take  place  in 
order  for  growth  to  be  maximized. 

I  have  known  of  men  who  came  to 
know  Christ  as  Savior,  born  into  the 
family  of  God,  and  only  weeks  or  a  few 
months  later  were  called  to  a  church 
to  be  pastor  or  a  church  wants  to  make 
them  a  deacon.  The  Apostle  Paul  cau¬ 
tions  us  about  setting  people  apart  that 
are  novices.  Waiting  on  the  Lord  is  not 
a  bad  thing. 

The  old  saying  that  good  things  come 
to  those  who  wait  has  validity  even  in 
our  day.  When  you  wait  on  the  Lord, 
there  is  strength  that  comes.  Oftentimes 
there  is  stability  that  comes.  At  times 
there  is  sensitivity  that  comes.  Maybe 
it  would  be  helpful  for  all  of  us  to  stop 
for  a  moment,  evaluate  what  is  going 
on  in  our  lives  in  the  busy-ness  of  our 
world,  and  ask  God  what  He  would  have 
us  to  do  to  help  us  understand  the  ways 
in  which  He  would  have  us  to  wait  and 
surrender  our  wills  to  Him  saying,  “Yes, 
Lord  Jesus,  I  will  wait  on  You/ 

Wait  on  Him.  You  wiB  be  glad  you  did. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dire c- 
tions@mbcb.org. 


Vacation  Bible  School 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  NEWTON  June  28  -  July  1;  Ron  Gilstrap,  pastor. 


Y.CMV *CM •  PRENTISS,  hat  called  Lee  Faler  as 
pastor.  His  first  Sunday  was  June  7.  Ha  is  shown  with  his  wife 
Jordan  and  son  Rankin. 
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GROWIN^URCHES® 

Sponsored  by  MS  Baptist  Convention  &  North  MS  Baptist  Association 

Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  7th  and  8th,  2015 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
4675  Cliff  Gookin  Blvd 
Tupelo,  MS  38801 


For  more  information  please  call  the  Lea  County  Bapttat  Association 
662  586  1700  or  log  on  to  www  growinQchurches  info 
OR 

contact  the  Dtscpleship/Family  Ministry  Dept,  of  the  MBCB  at 
800-746-1651,  Ext.  283,  Of  601  292  3283 


IVjM  ■|| 


CHURCH  LIBRARY  MINISTRY  CONFERENCE 


Registration  Deadline:  ‘  1 t  18  2 
To  Register: 

1  Request  a  CIM  Newsletter  be  sent  to  yt 
>nnt  reaistrotion  form  from  oui  Web  site  ond  i 


For  more  information  contact  Communcation  Services 
at  the  MBCB  at  800-748-1 651 ,  Ext  378, 
or  601-292-3378. 
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SOUTH  MCCOMB  BAPTIST  18  CUR-  or  ayrtnM 
RBfTLY  SEEKING  A  BFVOCATlONAL  any  m  dfdmn 
YOUTH  MINISTER  TO  LEAD  AM)  SERVE  P-terrod)  Sand  a 
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GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Hetfh 

Insurance  and  Medicare  Supptamerte  Cal 
1-800-541-8196  or  w*  www  Tumertnsuran- 
ceOnina.com 

AFFORDABLE  BEACH3IDE  VACATION 
CONDOS:  Gulf  Shores  &  Orange  Beacn 
AL.  Rant  direct  from  Christen  Family 
Owners,  lowest  prices  on  the  Beach  www 
guitehorescondos  com  205-55*0368  205- 
752-1231.251-752-2366 


Children  from  UNION  CHURCH,  TYLER- 
TOWN,  attended  Kid's  Camp  at  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat.  Shown  are  Kristen  Fortenber¬ 
ry,  Raini  Sanford,  Caroline  Crawford,  Saman¬ 
tha  McNeil,  and  Alysa  Broussard. 
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NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  WALNUT  GROVE, 

held  a  baby  dedication  May  24.  Shown  are 
Chris  &  April  Hogue,  baby  Jase,  and  big 
brother  Wesley.  Michael  Harper,  pastor 

A  group  from 
GRIFFITH 
MEMORIAL 
CHURCH, 
JACKSON, 
traveled  to 
Memphis  to  the 
Peabody  and 
Graceland  May 
28-29  as  part  of 
their  Memphis  in 
May  emphasis. 


BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  THE  GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE  AREA  B  SEEKING  A  FULL 
TIME  CHRBT1AN,  COMPASSIONATE 
CHURCH  SECRETARY  w*h  a  mwrnum  of 
1  year  experience  performing  general  office 
mxL  Breeder*  oomputer  knowledge  and 
tataphone  atdb  wi  be  a  plus.  Resumes  wtf 
ONLY  be  accepted  by  mail:  Search  Comma- 
tee.  510  Lake  Vtfey  Drive,  Start  vile  MS 
39750  or  by  frraad  ar  jmrteQtoeieoUh  net 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  SUMRALL, 
MBS..  SEEKS  FULL-TME  MINISTER  TO 
CHLOREWORECTO*  OF  CMLDREirS 
MMBTRES.  Bachelor  s  degree  regueed 
(seminary  preferred)  prior  ******* 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


ren  and  in  congreooMonai  p  m.;  A 

sating  required  (wpe*  Danny 

•  nwreter  or  atpireatent  Orenn. 


►  Concord  Church,  Calhoun 

Association.  175th  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration,  Aug.  30; 
program,  10  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch.  Send  any  photos,  mem¬ 
orabilia,  family  connections  to 
the  church  at  12  County  Road 
235,  Bruce,  MS  38915. 

Newhebron  Church,  Ne¬ 
whebron:  Revival,  July  26 

-  29;  Sun.,  10  ajn.,  followed 
by  covered  dish  meal  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  6:30  p.ro.; 
Danny  Lanier,  speaker;  Mike 
Grenn,  pastor. 

^  Calvary  Church,  Carroll 
County:  Revival,  July  26  -  29; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.;  7  P-m.  nightly; 
Jim  Kelly,  speaker;  Wilton 
Neal,  musk. 

►  THnJty  Church,  Laursl:  Re¬ 
vival,  July  30  -  Aug.  2;  Thurs. 

-  Fri.,  7  p.m.,  Rudy  Jackson 
and  Andy  Boles,  speakers;  Sat., 
4  p.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Donnie  Guy 
speaking  on  prophecy;  Sun., 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner 


on  the  ground  and  1  p.m.;  Mike 
Routon,  speaker.  Joseph  Wal¬ 
ters  and  the  sanctuary  choir, 
music. 

►  Center  Ridge  Church, 
Clarke  County:  Revival,  July 
26  -  29;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Brad  Sliger,  ^speaker;  Randy 
McLeod,  music;  Mack  Carney, 
pastor. 

►  McAdams  Church.  Attala 

Association:  Revival,  July  26 
-  29;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.: 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Donald 

Self,  speaker. 

►  HofmesviMe  Church,  Pika 
Association:  127th  home- 
coming,  July  26;  Sunday 
School  to  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  build- 
ins  dedication  service,  2  p.m., 
followed  by  gospel  groups  and 
homemade  ice  cream.  Dwayne 
Dunnaway,  speaker,  Lee 
Mathis,  pastor. 

^  Holly  vpnnQS  vivUvcn# 


Brookhaven.  Revival,  July  24 

-  26;  Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Sat.,  commu¬ 
nity  fish  fry,  4  p.m.  with  chil¬ 
dren’s  activities  and  service, 
7  p.m.;  Sun.,  10  a.m.;  Matt 
Greer,  speaker,  Heartbeat 
Evangelistic  Ministries,  music. 

►  New  Henleyfietd  Church, 
Carriers:  Homecoming,  July 
26,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  cov¬ 
ered  dish  lunch;  Randall  Pos, 
speaker. 

Handsboro  Church,  Gulf¬ 
port:  141st  anniversary  and 
homecoming,  July  26;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by 
fellowship  meal;  Ernie  Sadler, 
speaker;  Louis  White,  music. 

►  Old  Hebron  Church,  He 
whebron:  Revival,  July  26 

-  29;  homecoming  services. 
Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds  and  after¬ 
noon  service,  with  Jimmy  Ma¬ 
gee,  speaker;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Rand  Gardner,  speaker; 
Richard  Thames,  music. 
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RULING 

coni  from  p  1 

homosexual  rights.  A  full  59* 
said  wedding-related  busi¬ 
ness  owners  with  religious 
objections  should  be  allowed 
to  refuse  service  to  same 
sex  couples. 

Only  39^  of  those  polled 
said  they  approve  of  tne  Su¬ 
preme  Court’s  ruling  —  a 
minority  that  includes  the 

toverning  bodies  of  the 
ipiscopal  Church,  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  U.S-A. 
(PCUSA)  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  (UCC),  all  of 
which  have  affirmed  the  high 
court’s  decision. 

Less  than  a  week  after  the 
court’s  June  26  ruling,  the 
General  Convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  amended 
the  church’s  canons  to  allow 
marriage  between  people  of 
the  same  gender,  according  to 
Episcopal  News  Service. 

Leaders  of  the  PCUSA  said 
in  a  June  26  statement  re¬ 
leased  by  the  denomination’s 
office  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  “The 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
is  celebrating  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ruling  that 
same-gender  couples  nave  a 
constitutional  right  to  marry 
nationwide,  striking  down 
bans  in  14  states.  Church 
leaders  believe  today’s  rul¬ 
ing  is  a  step  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection  as  society’s  views 
have  continued  to  change  in 
recent  years." 

The  United  Church  of 
Christ,  which  affirmed  same 
sex  marriage  in  2005,  issued 
a  June  26  news  release  "cele¬ 
brating  the  decision  of  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  to  affirm  mar¬ 
riage  equality  for  all  people." 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  and  the 
Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ)  both  released 


That  legal  test  is  coming  for  churches  that 
have  allowed  their  sanctuaries  and  chapels  to  be 
used  for  weddings  of  norvbelievers  and  people 
of  other  faith  traditions  It  is  going  to  be  very  hard 
for  them  to  demonstrate  a  consistently  held 
rheological  belief  based  on  the  Scriptures  if 
they've  been  willing  to  perform  or  host 
weddings  for  non-Christians.* 


president  of  tho  Presbyterian  Lay  Committee 


statements  expressing  di¬ 
vision  within  their  fellow¬ 
ships  regarding  the  Supreme 
Court  ruling. 

The  American  Baptist 
Churches  USA  (ABCUSA), 
when  asked  by  BP  for  a  state¬ 
ment  on  the  Supreme  Court 
ruling,  responded  via  email, 
"We  respect  and  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  respect  congregational 
freedom  on  this  issue  know¬ 
ing  that,  within  our  family, 
we  differ,  but  in  love.  We  will 
continue  to  work  through  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Religious  Liberty  regarding 
issues  related  to  separation  of 
church  and  state." 

Carmen  Fowler  LaJJerge, 
president  of  the  conservative 
Presbyterian  Lay  Commit¬ 
tee  (PLC)  in  Franklin,  Tn., 
told  Baptist  Press  that  main¬ 
line  congregations  and  pas¬ 
tors  who  oppose  homosexual 
marriage  become  increasingly 
susceptible  to  discrimination 
lawsuits  when  their  parent 
denominations  abandon  of¬ 
ficial  endorsements  6t  tradi¬ 
tional  marriage. 

That  legal  test  is  coming 
for  churches  that  have  al¬ 
lowed  their  sanctuaries  and 
chapels  to  be  used  for  wed¬ 
dings  of  non-believers  and 
people  of  other  faith  tradi¬ 
tions,"  LaBerge  said.  “It  if  go¬ 
ing  to  be  very  hard  for  t)  em 


to  demonstrate  a  consis¬ 
tently  held  theological  belief 
based  on  the  Scriptures  if 
they’ve  been  willing  to  per¬ 
form  or  host  weddings  for 
non-Christians. 

"How  then  will  they  defend 
the  right  to  not  marry  pro¬ 
fessing  Christians  of  the  same 
gender?" 

The  mission  statement  on 
thfe  PLC  web  site  reads,  "The 
mission  of  the  Presbyterian 
Lay  Committee  is  to  infonn 
and  equip  Christians  to  share 
the  Biblical  faith  by  proclaim¬ 
ing  Jesus  Christ  afone  as  The 
Way  of  salvation;  The  Truth 
of  God’s  Word;  [and]  The  Life 
of  discipleship." 

A  release  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (UMC) 
stated,  "United  Methodists 
had  varied  reactions  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  rul¬ 
ing  that  establishes  same 
sex  civil  marriage  as  a 
constitutional  right.  But 
many  United  Methodists 

SBttW*#***^ 

longtime  denominational  de¬ 
bate  on  the  church’s  position 
on  homosexuality.* 

United  Methodist  clergy 
are  banned  from  perform¬ 
ing  same  sex  weddings,  and 
churches  are  banned  from 
hosting  the  weddings,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  UMC  release. 


Submission  Guidelines 


Tbs  Baptist  Record  is  phased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  0#  special  event*  that 
taka  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  otfside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 
Preferred  method  r 
eiectronceiv  ID  the  < 

must  be  included  in  tfw  *.~»sage  segment  dan 
e-mail  form  Secondary  method  raws  may  be 
typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper  and  mailed-  Al  articles  must  be  reodwto 
m  writing;  no  articles  wiB  be  accepted  <wer  the 
telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus  threats,  no 
teat  attachments  wiR  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  pemidsihis 
Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what.  whan,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electrons 
catty  via  email,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format 


pomt9lmnfkm¥i^notb9BecmpMP^cm> 

graphs  must  be  deer,  sharp,  and  welHighted 
Photographs  must  depict  people  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building*,  or  object-only  photographs  will 
be  printed. 

Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  wall  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  Piet  nas*  items  and/ 


A*  news  items  are 
photographs  are  subject  to  crapping 
and/or  photographs  can  ba  published  one  time 
only  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  weak 
prior  to  requested  publication  data.  Artidee  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis.  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  newt  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  3920W5630  FAX:  (001)  292- 
3330.  Email:  baptistrecord0mbcb.org.  , 


BiBl<  iOC±3?  HE 


XKW  PS  WPRW  VRPTT  XTRVUPSFS  RZ- 

RAHVW  WPS  PGTQ  ZPGVW  PRWP  HSYSJ 

EGJZAYSHW,  XKW  AV  AH  ORHZSJ  GE 

SWSJHRT  ORFHRWAGH. 

FRJC  WPJSS:  WLSHWQ-HAHS 
Clue:  X  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  John  6:45 

By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.  ©  2005 


Need  a  light? 


ill  k 

in  darkness  luit  "ill  ha'e  I  hi 

simply  share  I  Ik  follow  •  11  ti  prayer 
with  t.nd  in  tour  own  words: 


I  mid  \  on . 


I  belie \ 


ml  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.  1 
(icu  Jesus  dud  and  rose 


in  m\  relationship 
1 1  belie' e  in  Jesus.  1 
in\  ili  J esiis  i  hi  isi 


lutionship 


ilh  linn.  •  I  ieeei\ 


olio  belie' e  in  bis  name."  *.101111  1:12) 
a  derision  for  1  In  is!  today,  contact  a 
Baptist  churc It  tor  spiritual  uuidiince. 
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Let  Them  Hear  •  Revelation  2:7,  11,  17,  26-29;  3:5,  12,  21 


the  Lord,  be  obedient  and  possibly 
be  ridiculed. 

Throughout  the  second  and  third 
chapters  in  the  Book  of  Revelation  Je¬ 
sus  repeatedly  implored  the  church  to 
both  hear  and  heed  His  words.  There  is 
much  discussion  regarding  the  seven 
churches  and  their  possible  connec¬ 
tion  with  church  history.  Many  believe 
the  seven  churches  Jesus  addresses 
represent 
seven  dis¬ 
tinct  stages 
in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the 
church. 

Some  teach 
the  differ¬ 
ent  church¬ 
es  indicate 


messages  t» 
churches  to  us  today. The  words  of  Je¬ 
sus  are  as  applicable  and  needed  now 
as  any  time  in  history. 

As  you  read  the  letters  to  the  seven 
churches  you  should  note  some  com¬ 
mon  themes  and  a  pattern.  The  pat¬ 
tern  includes:  a  description  of  the 
Sender,  a  compliment  or  critique,  a 
call  for  change  and  the  assurance  to 
all  who 
persevere. 
Without  a 
doubt,  you 
will  see  a 
glimpse  of 
the  mod- 
ern-day 
church  in 
some  of 
Jesus’  dis¬ 


Explore  the 

with  Bobby  McKay 


Let  me  tell  you  about  a  kid  1  once 
knew.  He  suffered  from  hearing  loss  in 
both  ears  as  a  result  from  chronic  ear 
infections  and  scar  tissue  from  repeat¬ 
ed  surgeries.  Consequently,  the  child 
required  hearing  aids.  One  day,  tired  of 
being  teased  by  nis  classmates  the  child 
put  the  hearing  aids  in  the  pocket  of  his 

Cns.  The  teacher  no  iced  the  missing 
iring  aids  and  inqu  ired  of  the  child 
if  he  no  longer  wore  the  devices.  He 
replied,  “Sure,  1  still  have  them.  I  just 
keep  them  in  my  jeans.* 

That  story  is  a  true  one  because  I 
was  that  kia  and  1  was  the  one  who 
did  not  realize  the  foolishness  of  my 
actions.  I  was  attempting  to  avoid 
ridicule  from  other  children  and  as  a 
result  significantly  compromised  both 
my  hearing  and  ability  to  communi¬ 
cate.  I  do  not  share  that  account  with 
you  for  sympathy.  Later  in  life,  1  was 
able  to  nave  additional  surgeries  to 
correct  my  hearing  and  for  that  1  am 
deeply  thankful.  I  tell  you  that  story 
because  I  believe  that  many  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  as  a  result;  many  churches 
have  taken  their  spiritual  hearing  aids 
and  put  them  in  their  pockets.  Some¬ 
times  we  would  rather  look  like  every¬ 
one  else  and  fit  in  than  to  hear  from 


a  progres¬ 
sion  A  the 
Christian  response  to  the  mission  of 
Christ.  This  may  very  well  be  true,  but 
do  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  these  seven 
churches  were  real,  literal  churches  in 
the  Roman  province  of  Asia  in  John’s 
day.  He  was  recording  this  section  of 
the  Revelation  of  Jesus  with  them  in 
mind.  However,  it  should  not  be  lost 
in  your  study  of  this  book  of  the  rel- 


appoint- 

ments  and  auger  with  these  original 
churches.  What  did  Jesus  find  repul¬ 
sive  among  these  churches?  Leaving 
their  first  love,  tolerance  of  false  doc¬ 
trine,  compromising  with  the  world, 
corruption,  appearing  to  be  alive  but 
really  dead,  failing  to  repent  and  com¬ 
placency  are  all  examples  of  activities 
that  Jesus  brought  to  light.  Any  of 


those  traits  remind  you  of  the  church 
you  attend?  If  so,  it  is  because  many 
within  the  membership  have  refused 
to  listen  to  the  words  of  the  Lord  and 
obey  His  plea  to  return  to  Him. 

Many  wives  jokingly  say  their  hus¬ 
bands  have  “selective  hearing,*  mean¬ 
ing  they  only  hear  what  they  want 
to.  Could  we  as  believers  be  guilty  of 
selective  hearing?  As  bad  as  some  of 
the  churches  were  in  John’s  day  and 
as  equally  bad  as  some  churches  are 
today,  there  remains  hope.  As  long  as 
we  have  Jesus  we  have  hope.  Take  the 
time  to  read  about  these  early  church¬ 
es.  Some  were  guilty  of  gross  miscon¬ 
duct.  Even  the  church  that  made  Jesus 
want  to  vomit  (Laodicea)  had  hope. 
Why?  Because  of  His  unfailing  love  tor 
them  (Rev.  3:19).  The  message  of  Je¬ 
sus  for  those  in  yesteryear  is  tne  same 
one  today:  listen  and  repent?  When 
your  ears  need  cleaning  out,  you  may 
require  a  doctor.  When  your  spiritual 
ears  need  to  be  opened,  clean  out  your 
heart!  The  Lord  stands  ready  to  speak, 
are  you  listening? 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Harperville 
Church ,  Harperville. 


Return  to  Your  First  Love  •  Revelation  2:1-7 


Why  does  love  -  even  the  most  fer¬ 
vent  and  committed  love  -  sometimes 
grow  cold  over  time?  In  the  case  of  the 
Tetters  to  the  Asian  churches,  and  in 
particular  to  the  church  In  Ephesus, 
the  rebuke  from  Jesus  that  the  church 
had  "forsaken  your  first  love"  bears 
pondering,  as  a  warning  to  both  them 
and  us. 

What  exactly  did  Jesus  mean? 
For  background,  see  Jeremiah  2:1-2 
(HCSB):  The  word  of  the  LORD  came 
to  me:  “Go  and  announce  directly  to 
Jerusalem  that  this  is  what  the  LORD 
says:  I  remember  the  loyalty  of  your 
youth,  your  love  as  a  bride —  how  you 
followed  Me  in  the  wilderness .  in  a 
land  not  sown.  God  obviously  places  a 
premium  on  His  relationship  with  Is¬ 
rael  and  their  faithfulness  to  Him.  See 


dies  for  Life 


the  familiar  paasage,  Matthew  22:37- 
38,  as  Jesus  replies  to  an  expert  in  the 
law  who  has  asked  Jesus  what  might  be 
the  greatest  commandment:  He  said  to 
him,  * Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
your  heart,  with  all  your  soul ,  and  with 
all  your  mind.  This  is  the  greatest  and 
most  important  command.  (HCSB).  In 
God's  economy,  it  is  all  about  loving 
Him  and  serving  Him  faithfully. 

The  Lord  approaches  the  church  in 
Ephesus  first  with  kind  and  encourag¬ 
ing  words.  In  verses  2-3,  Jesus  speaks 
of  now  the  church  was  hard-working 


and  persevering,  of  how  there  was  no 
tolerance  for  wicked  men,  and  how 
they  scrutinized  those  who  might  be 
false  teachers.  Ephesus  was  a  center  of 
trade  and  tourism,  a  large  cosmopoli¬ 
tan  city.  Because  of  its  position  as  the 
chief  seaport  of  Asia,  and  by  virtue  of  it 
being  a  major  trade  route  between  Chi¬ 
na  and  the  eastern  provinces  for  goods 
going  to  Italy,  it  had  its  share  of  travel¬ 
ing  teach¬ 
ers.  Some 
of  these 
teach¬ 
ers  would 
mix  just 
enough 
Christian¬ 
ity  into 
their  eso¬ 
teric  and 
convoluted 
preaching  and  philosophy  to  make  it 
palatable  to  the  churches  -  and  it’s  not 
exactly  as  though  this  isn’t  going  on  to¬ 
day.  Tne  Lord  commends  tne  Ephesian 
church  for  standing  guard  against  that. 

Then  the  Lord  drops  the  hammer. 
In  verse  4,  He  accuses  the  church  of 
“forsaking  its  first  love.*  The  church 
had  been  busy,  serving  sacrificially, 
standing  guard  against  false  doctrine, 
but  it  seems  that  these  qualities  were 
not  motivated  by  love  but  something 
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else.  It’s  almost  as  though  they  were  so 
proud  of  their  devotion  through  their 
actions  that  their  works  took  tne  place 
of  their  intimacy  with  Christ.  What 
they  -  and  we  -  do  for  the  Lord  is  im¬ 
portant,  but  it  isn’t  nearly  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  why  we  do  it,  or  what  motivates 
us  to  do  it. 

This  is  tough  love  in  action.  We  all 
have  times  when  we  feel  as  though 
we  mignt 
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der  pres¬ 
sure,  and 
we  don’t 
particular¬ 
ly  like  to 
hear  that 
things  are 
going  lo 

fet  worse 
efore 

they  get  any  better.  This  is  exactly 
what  Christ  is  doing  in  this.  He  con¬ 
fronts  them  with  their  moral  and  spiri¬ 
tual  compromise,  but  He  also  encour¬ 
ages  them. 

Here  is  the  “bad  news.”  The  church 
has  left  its  first  love.  Their  first  love 
was  devotion  to  Christ,  an  earnest,  pas¬ 
sionate,  all-consuming  love.  Then,  as 
though  the  church  went  on  autopilot, 
they  go  through  the  motions  of  “doing 
church."  It  had  to  be  sobering  for  them 


to  realize  that  they  could  work  so  hard 
for  God  and  yet  neglect  their  relation¬ 
ship  with  Him.  Labor  is  no  substitute 
for  love.  I’m  reminded  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  in  a  church  I  served  years  ago  - 
people  would  say  things  like  “Frank  is 
here  every  time  the  church  doors  are 
open."  That  may  sound  like  a  virtue  - 
perhaps  it  is  -  but  Frank  was  one  of 
the  most  mean-spirited  and  ornery 
men  I’ve  ever  met.  He  served  hard,  all 
right,  but  his  spirit  was  barren. 

The  Lord  threatens  to  remove  the 
church’s  lampstand  -  in  effect,  the 
church  would  go  dark.  What  is  a  church 
that  offers  no  light  to  the  world  around 
it?  Not  much.  Tnis  is  severe  judgment 
-  God  means  business. 

There  is  redemption  available, 
however.  God  said  that  if  the  church 
were  to  survive,  they  would  have  to 
remember  what  they  had  lost,  repent 
from  what  they  had  done,  and  restore 
the  original  fellowship  broken  by  sin 
and  neglect. 

Certainly  this  is  a  warning  to  us  in¬ 
dividually  as  well  as  to  our  churches. 
We  can  take  a  thousand  steps  away 
from  Christ,  but  it  only  takes  one  step 
to  bring  us  back  to  Him  and  to  renew 
that  First  love. 

Martin  is  Associate  Editor  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 
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For  Skip  Wells,  military  ser¬ 
vice  was  a  part  of  his  family’s 
DNA.  His  great-grandfather 
served  during  World  War  II, 
his  grandfather  was  in  the  Air 
Force  during  the  Cuban  Missile 


Crisis,  and  his  father  Kip  served 
during  Operation  Desert  Storm, 
the  latter  said  in  a  statement  to 
the  media. 

Skip  Wells'  influence  at  First 
Church  Woodstock  was  re¬ 
counted  prior  to  a  time  of  prayer 
Sunday  morning.  Relaying  the 
words  of  orchestra  director 
Gary  Gaston,  Jake  Holman  of 


the  church’s  music  staff  told  the 
congregation,  “Gary  said  Skip 
was  the  kind  of  young  man  you 
could  always  count  on." 

Skip  “always  showed  up 
early  and  stayed  until  everyone 
was  gone.  He  always  had  his 
Bible  with  him  when  he  came 
to  church  land]  related  well  to 
people  of  all  ages." 


Holman  then  relayed  infor¬ 
mation  passed  along  earlier  to 
Wells’  mother,  Cathy.  Instead  of 
choosing  a  path  of  escape,  Wells 
went  back  to  help  a  friend  climb 
a  fence  in  eluding  the  shooter. 

“In  the  effort  to  tiy  and 
help  one  of  his  friends,  ne  lost 
his  own  life,"  Holman  told 
the  crowd. 


An  unnamed  policeman 
who  is  a  member  of  Bayside 
Church  in  Chattanooga  was 
one  of  three  people  wound¬ 
ed  by  the  shooter,  a  radical¬ 
ized  Muslim  named  Moham 
mad  Youssef  Abdulazeez,  24, 
who  was  killed  by  police 
after  murdering  the  five  Amer¬ 
ican  servicemen. 
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LifeWay  Research:  most  agree  about  'special  relationship 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  In  a  na¬ 
tion  founded  on  religious  lib¬ 
erty,  most  Americans  believe 
God  has  a  special  relationship 
with  the  United  States  ana 
they're  optimistic  the  best  is 
yet  to  come.  Despite  headlines 
lamenting  the  global  decline  of 
the  United  States  since  the  Cold 
War,  54%  of  Americans  believe 
the  nation  is  on  the  upswing, 
according  to  a  survey  by  Life- 
Way  Research  released  July  l. 

Only  four  in  10  think  “Amer¬ 
ica’s  best  days  are  behind  us," 
LifeWay  Research  reported 
from  data  received  in  the  Sep¬ 
tember  2014  survey. 

Though  the  U.S.  Constitu¬ 
tion  makes  no  mention  of  God, 
53%  of  Americans  say  they  be¬ 
lieve  God  and  the  nation  have  a 
special  relationship  —  a  concept 
stretching  back  to  Pilgrim  days. 
Even  a  third  of  atheists,  agnos¬ 
tics,  and  those  with  no  religious 
preference  believe  America  has 
a  special  relationship  with  God. 

God  Bless  Amenca’  is  more 
than  a  song  or  a  prayer  for 
many  Americans.  It  is  a  belief 
that  God  has  blessed  America 
beyond  what  is  typical  for  na¬ 
tions  throughout  history,"  said 
Ed  Stetzer,  executive  director  of 
LifeWay  Research,  a  division  of 
LifeWay  Christians  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  headquartered  in  Nashville. 

"I  am  sure  that  would  spawn 
many  theological  conversa¬ 
tions,"  Stetzer  said,  adding  that 
it’s  imrrrtant  to  note  a  major¬ 
ity  of  Am  jrieaifts  “think  God 
has  a  special  relationship  with 
their  country." 

Both  ends  of  the  political 
spectrum  —  from  U.S.  Presi¬ 
dent  Barack  Obama  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  Party  platform  —  have 
touted  American  exceptional- 
ism,  the  belief  that  the  United 
States  plays  a  unique  role  in 
human  hikovy.  For  some,  the 
includes  the  idea  of  a 
elationship  with  God, 
beliefs  about  the  na- 
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The  phono  survey  of 
Americans  was  conducted 
Sept  19-28.  2014  The  cell¬ 
ing  utilized  Random  Dipit 
Dialing .  Sixty  percent  of 
completes  were  among 
landlines  and  40%  among 
cellphones.  Maximum  quo¬ 
tes  and  slight  weights  were 
used  for  gender,  region, 
age.  ethnicity,  and  educa¬ 
tion  to  more  accurately  re¬ 
flect  the  population.  The 
completed  sample  is  1.000 
surveys.  The  sample  pro¬ 
vides  96%  confidence  that 
the  sampling  error  does  not 
exceed  plus  or  minus  3.4%. 
Margins  of  error  are  higher 
in  subgroups.  Those  labeled 
evangelicals  consider  them¬ 
selves  ‘bom  again,  evan¬ 
gelical,  or  fundamentalist 
Christian." 


Optimism  for  the  U.S.  is 
highest  among  the  moat  highly 
educated  Americans.  Only  one- 
quarter  of  those  with  a  gradu¬ 
ate  degree  believe  America's 
best  days  are  gone,  compared  to 
38%  ot  those  with  some  college 
and  46%  of  those  with  a  high 
school  degree  or  less. 

Protestants  are  more  pes¬ 
simistic  about  the  nation’s  fu¬ 
ture  than  Catholics,  with  43%  of 
Protestants  agreeing  America 
is  past  its  prime,  compared  to 
34%of  Catholics. 
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nificantly  more  likely  man  men 
to  believe  that  God  has  a  special 
relationship  with  the  United 
States.  While  49%  of  men  have 
that  view,  the  number  rises  to 
58%  for  women. 

LifeWay  Research  also 
fo*md  differences  by  age,  race, 
geography,  education,  and  reli¬ 
gious  preference. 

Sixty-three  percent  of  Ameri- 
““  think  God  has 

with  the 
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